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History of a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

The now traditional Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was �rst held on Christmas Eve 1918 in the Chapel at
King’s College in Cambridge, England, a short �fty miles north of London. It was planned by the Rev. Eric Milner-White,
who at the age of thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of King’s after experience as an army chaplain which had
convinced him that the Church of England needed more imaginative worship. The choir included sixteen boys as laid down
in King Henry VI’s statutes founding the College, but until 1927 the men’s voices were provided partly by Choral Scholars
and partly by older Lay Clerks, and not, as now, by fourteen undergraduates.

A revision of the Order of Service was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of the lessons, and from that date the
service has always begun with the hymn “Once in royal David’s city.” Almost every year some carols have been changed and
some new ones. The backbone of the service, the lessons and the prayers, has remained virtually unchanged.

The original service was, in fact, adapted from an Order drawn up by E.W. Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury,
for use in the wooden shed, which then served as his cathedral in Truro, on Christmas Eve 1880. AC Benson recalled: ‘My
father arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas Eve – nine carols and nine tiny lessons, which were read by
various o�cers of the Church, beginning with a choir member, and ending, through the di�erent grades, with the Bishop.’
The suggestion had come from GHS. Walpole, later Bishop of Edinburgh.

Almost immediately other churches adapted the service for their own use. A wider frame began to grow when the
service was �rst broadcast in 1928 and, with the exception of 1930, it has been broadcast annually, even during the Second
World War, when the ancient glass (and also all heat) had been removed from the Chapel and the name of King’s could not
be broadcast for security reasons. Sometime in the early 1930s the British Broadcasting Corporation began broadcasting the
service on overseas programs. It is estimated that there are millions of listeners worldwide. Recordings have also served to
spread its fame.

In these and other ways the service has become public property. From time to time the College receives copies of
services held, for example, in the West Indies or the Far East and these show how widely the tradition has spread. The
broadcasts, too, have become part of Christmas for many far from Cambridge. One correspondent writes that he heard the
service in a tent on the foothills of Everest; another, in the desert. Many listen at home, busy about their own preparations
for Christmas.

Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, the pattern and strength of the service, as Dean Milner-White
pointed out, derives from the lessons and not the music. ‘The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of God
...’ seen ‘through the windows and words of the Bible’. Local interests appear, as they do here, in the bidding prayer, and
personal circumstances give points to di�erent parts of the service. Many of those who took part in the �rst service must have
recalled those killed in the Great War when it came to the famous passage ‘all those who rejoice with us but on another shore
and in a greater light’. The center of the service is still found by those who “go in heart and mind” and who consent to follow
where the story leads.



Order of Service

Organ Prelude

Carol at the Entrance Procession

Veni Emmanuel

VENI veni, Emmanuel

captivum solve Israel,
qui gemit in exsilio,
privatus Dei Filio.
R: Gaude! Gaude! Emmanuel, nascetur
pro te Israel!

Veni, O Sapientia,
quae hic disponis omnia, veni, viam
prudentiae
ut doceas et gloriae. R.

Veni, veni, Adonai,
qui populo in Sinai
legem dedisti vertice
in maiestate gloriae. R.

Veni, O Iesse virgula,
ex hostis tuos ungula,
de specu tuos tartari
educ et antro barathri. R.

Veni, Clavis Davidica,
regna reclude caelica,
fac iter tutum superum, et claude vias
inferum. R.

Veni, veni O Oriens,
solare nos adveniens,
noctis depelle nebulas, dirasque mortis
tenebras. R.

Veni, veni, Rex Gentium, veni, Redemptor
omnium, ut salvas tuos famulos peccati
sibi conscios. R.

O COME, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,
that morns in lonely exile here until the
Son of God appear.
R: Rejoice! Rejoice! O Israel,
to thee shall come Emmanuel!

O come, Thou Wisdom, from on high, and
order all things far and nigh; to us the path
of knowledge show, and teach us in her
ways to go. R.

O come, o come, Thou Lord of might, who
to thy tribes on Sinai's height in ancient
times did give the law, in cloud, and
majesty, and awe. R.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse's stem, from
ev'ry foe deliver them
that trust Thy mighty power to save, and
give them vict'ry o'er the grave. R.

O come, Thou Key of David, come, and
open wide our heav'nly home, make safe
the way that leads on high, that we no
more have cause to sigh. R.

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night and
death's dark shadow put to flight. R.

O come, Desire of the nations, bind in one
the hearts of all mankind; bid every strife
and quarrel cease and fill the world with
heaven's peace. R.



Bidding Prayer

Then, all standing, this bidding prayer is said.

OFFICIANT: Beloved in Christ be it this Advent-tide our care and delight to prepare ourselves to
hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing
which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our
dis obedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make this church,
glad with our carols of praise:

But first let us pray for the needs of His whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for
unity and brotherhood within the Church He came to build, and especially in these United States of
America, and within this Diocese of Worcester:

And because this of all things would rejoice His heart, let us at this time remember in His name the poor
and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them that
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who
love Him not, or who by sin have grieved His heart of love.

Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater
light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom,
in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ
Himself has taught us:

ALL: Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

OFFICIANT: The Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting
life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.

ALL: Amen.



First Lesson
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise

and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head.

A reading from the Book of Genesis.
[Genesis 3: 8-19]

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called
to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me,
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

To the woman he said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth
children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of
it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the
field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

_______________________________________________________________________________
Lesson I Carol

Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Verses 4 & 5
Lyrics: Charles Wesley; Music: Julian Bradley

4. Lord, Desire of Nations, come
Fix in Us thy humble Home
Rise, the Woman’s Conqu’ring Seed
Bruise in Us the Serpent’s Head

Now display thy saving Pow’r
Ruin’d Nature now restore
Now in Mystic Union join
Thine to Ours, and Ours to Thine
Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the New-born king!"

5. Adam’s Likeness, LORD, efface
Stamp thy Image in its Place
Second Adam from above
Reinstate us in thy Love

Let us Thee, tho’ lost, regain
Thee, the Life, the Inner Man
Oh! to All Thyself impart
Form’d in each Believing Heart
Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the New-born king!"



Second Lesson
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.

A reading from the Book of Genesis.
[Genesis 22:15-18]
And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the
Lord, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son,  I will indeed bless you, and I will
multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And your descendants shall
possess the gate of their enemies, and by your descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because
you have obeyed my voice.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson II Carol

Joy to the World, Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; alt. by William W. Phelps, 1792–1872

Music: George F. Handel, 1685–1759; arr. by Lowell Mason, 1792–1872

Verses 1, 3 & 4

Joy to the world, the Lord will come!
And earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room,
And saints and angels sing,
And saints and angels sing,
And saints and saints, and angels sing.

No more will sin and sorrow grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He’ll come and make the blessings flow
Far as the curse was found,
Far as the curse was found,
Far as, far as the curse was found.

Rejoice! Rejoice in the Most High,
While Israel spreads abroad
Like stars that glitter in the sky,
And ever worship God,
And ever worship God,
And ever, and ever worship God.



Third Lesson
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

[Isaiah 9. 2, 6-7]
The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shined.
Thou hast multiplied the nation,

thou hast increased its joy;
they rejoice before thee

as with joy at the harvest,
as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government will be upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called

“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom,
to establish it, and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and for evermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson III Carol
O Little Town of Bethlehem
English traditional melody arranged by R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Lyrics - Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go
by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee
tonight.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King, And peace to men on
earth;
For Christ is born of Mary; And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of
wond’ring love.

How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is giv’n! So
God imparts to human hearts The blessings of his
heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still The dear Christ
enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; Cast
out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.



Fourth Lesson
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.
[Isaiah 11: 1-9]
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of His roots: and the spirit of the
Lord shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and of the fear of the Lord: and shall make Him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness shall
He judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’
den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson IV Carol
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
14th-century German melody Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
Verses 1 & 2

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming, from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung;
It came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind;
To show God’s love aright, She bore to men a Savior,When half spent was the night.

- Tr. from 16th century German



Fifth Lesson
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

St. Luke 1: 26-35, 38

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto
her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she
saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel
said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of
His kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, how shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the
angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And Mary
said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson V Carol

Ave Maria
Jacob Arcadelt (c. 1507-1568)
English translation, sung in Latin.

Ave, María, grátia plena,
Dóminus tecum.
Benedicta tu in muliéribus,
et benedíctus fructus ventris
tui, Iesus.

Sancta María, Mater Dei,
ora pro nobis peccatoribus
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.
Amen.

[Eng. Tran. - Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is
with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and
blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary,
mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the
hour of our death. Amen.]



Sixth Lesson
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke.
[St. Luke 2. 1, 3-7]

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of
the house and lineage of David) To be taxed with Mary, his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it
was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because there was
no room for them in the inn.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson VI Carol
Puer Natus Bethlehem
Ancient origin; author unknown
Translation by Hamilton M. MacGill , 1876

Latin-

Puer natus in Bethlehem,
Unde gaudet Jerusalem,
Alleluia.

Refrain:
In cordis jubilo,
Christum natum adoremus
Cum novo cantico.

Assumpsit carnem Filius,
Dei Patris altissimus,
Alleluia.

Tamquam sponsus de thalamo,
Processit Matris utero,
Alleluia.

Hic iacet in praesepio,
Qui regnat sine termino,
Alleluia.

English-

A child is born in Bethlehem,
Exult for joy, Jerusalem!
Allelujah.

Refrain (literal translation):
With an exultant heart,
let us adore the new-born Christ,
with a new song.

The Son of God the Father,
In the highest has taken flesh,
Allelujah.

Like a bridegroom from the chamber,
He proceeds from the womb of the mother.
Allelujah.

Lo he who reigns above the skies,
There in a manger lowly, lies.
Allelujah.

https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/Hamilton_M._MacGill


Sine serpentis vulnere,
De nostro venit sanguine,
Alleluia.

In carne nobis similis,
Peccato sed dissimilis,
Alleluia.

Ut redderet nos homines,
Deo et sibi similes,
Alleluia.

In hoc natali gaudio,
Benedicamus Domino,
Alleluia.

Laudetur sancta Trinitas,
Deo dicamus gratias,
Alleluia.

And from the serpent's poison free,
He owned our blood and pedigree,
Allelujah.

Our feeble flesh and His the same,
Our sinless kinsman He became,
Allelujah.

That we, from deadly thrall set free,
Like Him, and so like God, should be.
Allelujah.

Come then, and on his natal day,
Rejoice before the Lord and pray.
Allelujah.

And to the holy One in Three.
Give praise and thanks eternally.
Allelujah.



Seventh Lesson
The shepherds go to the manger.

A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke.
[St. Luke 2: 8-16]

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And
they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson VII Carol
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
Author: Edmund H. Sears (1849)
Tune: CAROL (Willis)

1. It came upon a midnight clear
That glorious song of old
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold.

Chorus:
Peace on the earth, good will to men
From heaven's all gracious King
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled
And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world

Chorus:
Above it's sad and lowly plains.
They bend on hovering wing
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

3. All ye beneath life's crushing load
Whose forms are bending low
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow .

Chorus:
Look now for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing
O rest beside the weary road
And hear the angels sing
And hear the angels sing

https://hymnary.org/text/it_came_upon_the_midnight_clear#Author
https://hymnary.org/text/it_came_upon_the_midnight_clear#tune


Eighth Lesson
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

A reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew.
[St. Matthew 2. 1-11]
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are
come to worship Him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should
be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, art not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my
people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have
found Him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship Him also. When they had heard the king, they departed;
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they should not
return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Eighth Lesson Carol

O Holy Night

1. O holy night, the stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world 1 rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;

Chorus
Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night when Christ was
born.
O night, O holy night, O night divine.

2. Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming;
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand:
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here come the wise men from Orient land,
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger,
In all our trials born to be our friend;

Chorus
He knows our need, To our weakness no stranger!
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!
Behold your King! your King! before him bend!

3. Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace;
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother,
And in his name all oppression shall cease,
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we;
Let all within us praise his Holy name!

Chorus
Christ is the Lord, then ever! ever praise we!
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim!
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim!

https://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/o_holy_night.htm#Note01


Ninth Lesson
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

A reading from the Gospel of St. John.
[St. John 1. 1-14]
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning
with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and the
life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men through him
might believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true light, which lighteth
every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him
not. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God. [genuflect by bowing head] And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
VIV Lesson Carol
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing -
MENDELSSOHN arr. David Willcocks - Charles Wesley (1707-1788) and George Whitefield (1714-1770)

1. Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With the angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Refrain: Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. Refrain

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings;
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain



Collect and Blessing

OFFICIANT: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And with thy spirit.

OFFICIANT: Let us pray.

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Thy only son, Jesus Christ:
Grant that as we joyfully receive Him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold Him,
when He shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
world without end. ALL: Amen.

OFFICIANT: Christ, who by His incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant
you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
always. ALL: Amen.


